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DECK THE MALLS 


A FINAL SPRINT 
FORLATESANTA 


Amanda Perwien of Broomall juggling bags and her beverage at King of Prussia Mall on Thursday. Most malls in the area, including King 


of Prussia, will open earlier and close later on Saturday and will be open on Christmas Eve until 6 p.m. 


TIM TAI / Staff Photographer 


A rare Sunday for Christmas Eve buying. 


By Suzette Parmley 
STAFF WRITER 
or those like Jim Malatesta of 
Warminster, who haven’t begun 
their Christmas gift hunting yet, 
this weekend presents an agoniz- 
ing choice: 

Shopping or football? 

“It’s a tough spot to be in, for sure,” 
said Malatesta, 29, a veteran procrastina- 
tor who plans to hit the ground running 
early Saturday at Willow Grove Park and 
Montgomery Malls, in that order, to finish 
his shopping chores so he can devote all 
Sunday to the NFL. 

“Maybe I can do all my shopping in 


the electronics section so I can keep an 
eye on the games,” joked the elementa- 
ry schoolteacher who belongs to two 
fantasy football leagues with champion- 
ships this weekend. “If I have two or 
more things I still need to get on Sun- 
day, then I will break out in a cold 
sweat.” 

To help Malatesta and many others like 
him, the region’s malls and big box retail- 
ers are gearing up for their own champi- 
onship weekend with deals and addition- 
al hours Saturday and Sunday. 

With Christmas Eve falling on Sunday 
for the first time in a decade, retailers 
have an extra weekend for a full-court 


press. 


Early morning customers to JCPenney 


stores on Saturday will get a $10 coupon 
(that works if they spend $10). 


Kohl’s plans to stay open 24 hours a day 


until Christmas Eve. 


Best Buy will stay open 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. 


Saturday, and from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve. 


Responding to internet shopping’s 


growth, Walmart is touting same-day 
pickup for online purchases until 6 
p.m. Christmas Eve to help procrastina- 
tors. 


Malls owned by Pennsylvania Real Es- 
See SHOPPING on A8 


SEXUAL HARASSMENT 


CEO of 
Miss A 
shelved 
by board 


The pageant’s board said it 
would investigate after 
emails demeaning to 
women were published. 


By Robert Moran 
STAFF WRITER 

The Miss America Organization, 
amid a firestorm over the revela- 
tion of internal emails that ridi- 
culed contestants, announced Fri- 
day that its top executive had been 
suspended and that its board of di- 
rectors would conduct an investiga- 
tion into the controversy. 

Sam Haskell, 
Miss America’s ex- 
ecutive chairman 
and CEO, agreed 
to abide by the these often 
board’s vote, the lead to abuse. 
organization said A2 
in a statement 
emailed Friday evening following a 
furious reaction that raised ques- 
tions about the viability of the 
96-year-old pageant. 

“The board will be conducting an 
in-depth investigation into alleged in- 
appropriate communications and the 
nature in which they were obtained,” 
the organization said. “In addition, 
the board wishes to reaffirm our com- 
mitment to the education and empow- 
erment of young women, supporting 
them in every way possible.” 

Dozens of former Miss Americas 

See PAGEANT on A2 


> ELIZABETH 
WELLINGTON: 
Emails such as 


Sam Haskell, CEO of the Miss 
America Organization, said he would 
abide by board decision. ap 


UNITED NATIONS 


Tougher 
sanctions 
imposed 

on N. Korea 


By Edith M. Lederer 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.N. Security Council unani- 
mously approved tough new 
sanctions against North Korea 
on Friday in response to its lat- 
est launch of a ballistic missile 
that Pyongyang says is capable 
of reaching anywhere on the U.S. 
mainland. 

The resolution adopted by the 
council includes sharply lower 
limits on North Korea’s refined 
oil imports, the return home of 
all North Koreans working over- 


The Sixers’ Joel Embiid is a big reason that the team 
is building a national profile. STEVEN M. FALK / Staff Photographer 


ON TV, NOT UNDER THE TREE 


Christmas presence for 76ers 


After 16 years, Phila. returns to NBA’s marquee marathon. 


By Frank Fitzpatrick 
STAFF WRITER 
If Tom Carelli had second thoughts 
about putting the long-benched 76ers in 
the leadoff spot of this year’s NBA’s 
Christmas Day TV lineup, a recent visit 


It’s been 16 years since the 76ers last 
appeared on Christmas, which has be- 
come as important to the NBA as 
Thanksgiving is to the NFL, is the most 
public reminder yet that, at least when 
it comes to creating team sex-appeal, 


to the Wells Fargo “The Process” 

Center swatted them 6 The 76ers are an worked. 

away. impressive Thanks to Joel Em- 
Carelli, the a 7 biid and Ben Sim- 

league’s senior vice up-and-coming team and mons, Philadelphia 

president of broad- Christmas is a great time to is again the kind of 

casting, and his showcase our league. national attraction 


12-year-old son were 
part of the emotional- 
ly drained crowd 
that watched the Sixers fall to Oklaho- 
ma City in Dec. 15’s triple-overtime 
thriller. 

“I think I’m finally relaxed,” Carelli 
said five days later. “That was one of the 
great games I’ve ever seen. It was phe- 
nomenal.” 


Tom Carelli, NBA senior vice 
president of broadcasting 


worthy of a spot on 
what, with 30 million 
viewers watching all 
or part of 2016’s five marquee games, is 
pro basketball’s biggest day. 

“The 76ers are an impressive, up-and- 
coming team and Christmas is a great 
time to showcase our league,” said 
Carelli. “A lot of people are home and 
See SIXERS on A4 


seas within 24 months, and a 
crackdown on ships smuggling 
banned items including coal and 
oil to and from the country. 
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But the resolution doesn’t in- ba 
clude even harsher measures Trump signs 
sought by the Trump administra- : 
See SANCTIONS on A4 tax-overhaul bill 
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